Dear Don,
Thought you might be interested in this:

Recently the Arctic Convoy survivors have been awarded a long overdue recognition of ther
wartime duties, some 60 vears after all others have received their campaign medals, whether in
the Pacific or Atlantic theatre of war, Fighter Command, North Africa, etc. All except.. those
Arctic survivors AND Bomber Commanda.

Whatever one’s thinking asout Churchill and Harris, the Bornber Command lads did their duty
100, and lost some 55,000 crew, not enly pilots, but also engineers, gunners, wirless operators,

The late but welcome award to the Arctic crews surely could set a precedent for the Bomber
Command crews, who have been ignored and suffered this unwarranted discrimination,

Today we have been informed of the existence of & petition webste — this is:
http:/fpetitions.pm.gov.ulk/BomberCommand

May | ask you to take a look at it (the official website as above) and hopefully consider signing
that petition. Would we all be around now, if it had not been for those brave young men in the
| 9407

If | understand correctly, all Britsh and UK residents are eligible to sign, and | believe expatriates
too.

Elisabeth (Cox)

Dear D 29 May 2007
ear Don,

It was goed to see you and your family again at the Mildenhall Register reunion recently.
| am just drepping you a note to confirm what | said again this year at the AGM, that if you need

any help at all with any of your work for the Register please feel free to contact me. All my
contact details including address and phone numbers are at the head of this note,

In addition Sue and | had a very interesting conversation with Mrs Elizabeth Blake at the Bird in
Hand, She is 98 years old (99 in July) and watched the building go up in 1935 before becoming
the first joint licensee with her husband in [935. They held this position throughout the war and
until 1957 when her husband sadly died. She had many fascinating recollections of the second
world wan

| thought you might want to invite her to next year's reunion, so below are her details;

With every good wish.Yours sincerely
Andrew Bridgwater

Hon. Chairrnan: Hon. Secretary:
Frederick A, Coney Don Clarke, MBE
Vice Chaitrnan: Hon. Treasurer Committee
SiLdr John Gentlemen, RAF(Ret) Bernard Mildwater Jim Hammond
Douglas Kebbell

WINTER 2007 NEWSLETTER

REUNION 2008

Friday 16 May 18.00 - Dinner in the Wellington Room (Middleton
Hall).

20.00 - Annual General Meeting in the Stirling/
Lancaster Rooms (Middleton Hall).

Saturday 17 May 11.00 - Morning get-together in the Bird in Hand.
19.00 - Dinner (main function) in the Galaxy Club.

Sunday 18 May 09.30 - Combined Service of Remembrance in the
Base Chapel.

DUE TO STRICTER BASE SECURITY THOSE ATTENDING ARE ASKED
TO FULLY COMPLETE THE ENCLOSED FORM AND RETURN TO THE
SECRETARY BY 19th APRIL 2008 FOR ONWARD TRANSMISSION. THIS
DATE IS ALSO THE LATEST FOR PROPOSALSIMOTIONS. (Discuss
special items if adequate notice has been given prior to the Meeting)




Record of the AGM of the Mildenhall Register

I8th May 2007

In attendance the Committee plus 70 members and friends.

The Chairman welcomed everybody and gave a resume of the
weekend's events,

Officials gave reports - the Financial Report is attached.

Resolutions passed:

i,
2.

Accounts as presented by the Treasurer be accepted.

Auditor as recommended by Treasurer be appointed and paid a
yearly fee of £100 (one hundred pounds).

Election of Officials to be as tollows:

Chairman — F. A Coney

Vice-Chairman — J. Gentleman

Hon. Secretary — D. Clarke MBE

Hon. Treasurer — B, Mildwater

Committee — J. Hammond, D. Kebbell

Vote of thanks be given to the retiring committee.

Vate of thanks be given to the Commander and Personnel of
RAF Mildenhall for all their help, assistance and friendliness in
making the reunion a success.

Vote of thanks given to Mr Dave Smedley for his help in
producing the magazine/newsletter,

That Mr Bridgewater's offer of help to the Hon. Secretary be
formally recorded.

Members be urged to give the magazine/newsletter editor
stories, anecdotes and news of whatever length for inclusion in
the magazine,

The next reunion to be held at RAF Mildenhall over the
weekend of 16, 17 and 18 May 2008,

Members urged to get as many friends and relations as possible
to sign the Bomber Command petition on the Government
web site, The address is:
http://petitions.pm,gov.uk/BomberCommand/

Hon. Secretary’s Report

Although we are getting fewer members coming to the reunions around 70 sat
down to the meal in the Wellington Room followed after by the AGM. It must
have been the quickest AGM ever with all officers being voted in office once
more. It gave me a chance to present member Dave Smedley who has helped me
for many years with the newsletter and bits and bobs that go with i This was
Dave's first attendance at our AGM although he has attended several previous
reunion dinners. It was the first time he had had the opportunity 1o visit the old
HQ building where he spent time as a National Serviceman in the signal section
of HQ 3 Group Bomber Command during the period 1960-62. He said the front
looked the same but it was different at the back of the building where the signals
unit used o be, Dave is a retired printer and in his spare time carried on with his
RAF interests. He became a Warrant Officer with his local Air Training Corps
squadron (No. 54 Eastbourng) and became the Wing Warrant Officer for Sussex
Wing Air Training Corps for a number of years, before retiring from uniformed
service. He continues to serve the ATC as a civilian instructor: He is also involved
with the Royal British Legion and is the Poppy Appeal Organiser for Eastbourne,
The town raised a total of over £43,000 for the Poppy Appeal in 2007,

The dinner at the Galaxy Club was attended by 150 members and relations and
we invited several senior American Officers from Lhe base to be cur guests. Gur
Chairman Fred then introduced them to the assembly. When my turn came | was
once more able Lo introduce Robert Davie (Pilot 622} and Swifly Swallow (R/G
6223 both from overseas. Swifty at the 2006 reunion did not think he would be
able 1o attend, but after quite a spell in and out of hospital in Toronto was given
the all clear to travel and he duly came with his daughter to keep an eye on him.

| was also able to ask our two PoWs to stand up, they were Don Shellodk (622)
and Arthur Edgeley (XV) who were both shot down in a Stirling Bomber from
Mildenhall in 19413,

Cur Treasurer Bernard Mildwater then told us the money matters and expressed his
thanks to Olwen Willams Tor making the raffle so easy to do eaxh year by preparing
the raffle tickets. Thank you to all members who gave us the many prizes.

Once again the staff of the Galaxy Club did us proud, not only with the food, but
the wonderful table presentation each year Group Captain Ken Batchelor once
said to me when in the old Galaxy; "Don, where would we get a better service
than this anywhere in this country?". But what would his reaction be to see the
new Galaxy Club?



